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Comparing and Contrasting Slave Society's Complexities 
 Slavery was one of the most challenging practices in the colonial era. It refers to the ideal act of owning a person by another as their property and servant. During the colonial era, slaveholders had total control over the slave, including their freedom. A slave has the mandate to follow their master's rules and abide by them. A slave can be sold to other masters, and this is done in an auction or a private market. The slave only is free after the master agrees to let them after they buy their freedom. Most of the time, only death was the escape of slavery. No laws were defending or protecting slaves. Slavery is a common practice. However, it differs depending on race and nations. The paper will compare various ways slavery was similar and different among some masters discussed in the book, incidents in the life of a slave girl.
Harriet Jacob talks about the enslaved people who were the Negro, the southern and the people of color were enslaved by the white people who were unsympathetic. As Linda narrates, she was born in a slaved family in which her grandmother was a slave and her father too although he tried to buy them but failed. Her mother died as a slave to trying to buy the freedom of her two children, William and Linda. 
The treatment of slaves was mainly dependent on the master. Some masters were human while others were in inhuman. This was vividly seen in the book. For instance, the Mistress Linda’s parents allowed some freedom to their servants and also treated them well. Her father was allowed to run his carpentry business and pay two hundred dollars to his Mistress per year and the support of his family. On the other hand the new master to Linda's grandmother and mother, too was cruel and cared less about his slaves.
Slaves were the property of the master or Mistress. The slaves and the Mistress knew this, and therefore, once one was born in the slavery family automatically, they became slaves to the mistress offspring. The children of slaves would play together and live together with Mistress Children. Still, once they become older, then they had an obligation to serve them. For example, Mr. Dodge, who's was a southerner, asks about the Negro girl, and he addresses her as his wife's property (pg. 41).
The masters' needs always came first. Linda’s grandmother, Aunty Marty, was forced to stop weaning her daughter at three months so as her mistress daughter will have sufficient food because she was breastfeeding both. Since there her Mistress was good and treated her well it was easy for her to do so because children were not mistreated and she even had a business of baking and selling cakes, and she even made savings from it. In the case, Dr. Flint and his wife were different. The master and his mistress were cruel, and they treated their slaves harshly. The slaves were left without food and were whipped when they made a slight mistake. He also used to misuse all the ladies slaves he had and sold them when they had children since children born were still his property.
A slave cannot hold any property. This means that a Slave does have rights to the property since they are to their masters and anything that belongs to a slave is their master's. Linda Brent mother lent her Mistress some three hundred dollars, and the money was never refunded. She could not have her money back since no promise given or written is legally binding to a slave. Although here Mistress had the intention to refund out of her kind heart, she died before doing so hence her son-in-law Dr Flint was the one to uphold the promise. Despite being included in the will, the new master believed that a slave's possession belonged to the master and hence, he did not payback aunty Marty.
Slave's trade was acceptable, and slaves had no choice of whom to serve. A master decided what to do with his/her slaves' children, but in most cases, they sold them. For instance, Benjamin, an uncle to Linda, was sold to another master. Still, Dr Flint could never sell Linda, but imprisoned her brother William of her children since he wanted to punish her for refusing to have an affair with him. He couldn't even allow her to get married to the man she loved since she fell in love with a carpenter who was free born. Dr Flint even threatened to kill both of them. Some slaves were sold to settle their Master's Debt.
Separation of families. During the New Year days, which are the days in which the slaves could work for other people other than their masters (pg5). Most of the time, the slaves' families are broken since they may end up not working for the same masters. Once a slave was sold off, the chances of getting into contact with their family were low since others were sold far away.
  A slave could not free themselves whit out the master's consent. Some slaves thought of escaping and running away. However, once a slave escapes, he was to be captured and taken back to the owner where he could be tortured and jailed in some instances. Benjamin tried to escape but was returned to the master and was tortured, chained and later sold to another slave trader. The slave who escapes is the one who is punished but in the case of Linda Brent when she escaped, and her entire family was jailed, including her two small children Benny and Ellen.
Female slaves were threatened than male ones. Female slaves were sexually abused by their masters and sometimes got harsh treatment from their Mistress due to Jealousy. Whether Negros or blacks, cases of sexual abuse were common among females. These acts were performed by the masters or their male children who had equal authority as their fathers. For example, the master to Linda's grandmother did not abuse his servants, but shortly after his death, the new master exercised different authorities. He sexually abused his servants, and some bore him children. Since they are a property to the master, they were allowed to have children so that they may get more slaves for their work and also for sales. Linda says that she was scared when she discovered that the gender of her newborn was female. According to her, slavery is terrible for me but more terrible for women (pg. 13).
Slaves lived under fear and rendered defenselessly. As a slave woman, your husband can not protect you from the master or Mistress. A father could not protect his children from the mistreatment of her Master. When Linda managed to escape slavery, she wanted her daughter Ellen back but Mr. Dodge claimed that his wife had not signed off her rights to the children which gave him the authority over them.
Some people may judge the women in slavery on their immoral behavior, not considering the circumstances. Due to the misery of their life and the fact that it has no way to escape from this life, they end up living against their life principles. Some ladies bore their masters children not by will but as a result of the sexual harassment by the masters. For instance, Linda had children with a man who was a bit sympathetic to her since she was running away from. It was easier for Linda to trust Peter, a colored man she had only seen with her father a few times and he helped her get away.
Slave words cannot be taken against a white man. When Linda knew that Dr Flint was making advances to her, she told his wife, but she could not believe it since she was a slave. This also seen in the situation where Philip was taken to jail because he was accused of helping his nice escape. Similarly, when aunty Marty gave the loan to her Mistress, the book stresses that even the document she signed could not help claim the loan since a slave's word did not mean a thing and they belonged to the masters.
The white people who were slaveholders thought they were civilized by oppressing and mistreating slaves as seen in the slave society. They thought by oppressing the Negro it is a sign of power which is not as so since it led to the slaves not respecting them but work for fear of being killed or jail. The whipping of head to foot, heel springs cut to prevent running away, being log chained and dragging it all day while toiling, branded bay hot iron and torn by bloodhounds were some of the punishment the slaves received from the Slaveholders.
The white people considered working as a slave easier than planning to escape from it, which led to being punished. This was not in the case of southern and Northern Slaves who worked hard always to want to buy their. Linda’s aunt attempted to escape but she was caught and jailed. After being sold to a new master and escaping, Mrs. Bruce offers to buy Linda from him and offer her freedom but the thought does not please her. She hated moving from one master to another.
Slavery was a trade. To all masters, slavery was a source of money, and they could trade them just as any time as their property. Due to the trade, some southern took slavery as a business; hence their slave hunters who could kidnap poor fugitive and sell them, slave traders. The Negros and people of color were mostly affected by the trade since they were the slaved races. For example, Mrs. Bruce hired someone to negotiate business with Mr. Dodge on one of her slaves.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, slavery was highly practiced in the southern sides. The people of color and Negros were mostly enslaved. Across all the cases, it's evident that all masters took slaves as their property. Most of the masters and mistresses were brutal to their workers except the Mistress to the grandmother who cared for her and promised her freedom.
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